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many laymen of rank who had embraced the monastic
life, appeared to vindicate the Pope's right to excom-
municate the King, and to sanction the election of a
new sovereign. These men kept themselves in severe
seclusion from all who, since his excommunication, had
held the slightest intercourse by word or deed with the
King. They avoided with equal abhorrence all who
communicated, even in prayer, with married or simoni-
acal clergy.

For seven days the conclave sat in high and indepen-
DietatTri- dent, and undisturbed deliberation on the
bur             crimes of the Emperor; the sins of his youth,

by which he had disgraced the majesty of the Empire;
the injuries which he had inflicted on individuals and
on the public weal; his devotion to base-born counsel-
lors, and his deliberate hostility to the nobles of the
realm; his having left the frontiers open to barbarous
enemies, while he was waging cruel war on his subjects;
the state of the Empire which, he had inherited flourish-
ing in peace and wealth, but which was now in the most
wretched condition, laid waste by civil wars; the de-
struction of churches and monasteries and the confis-
cation of their estates for the maintenance of a lawless
army; and the building fortresses to reduce his freeborn
liegemen to slavery. Widows and orphans were without
protection; the oppressed and calumniated without re-
fuge ; the laws had lost their authority, manners their
discipline, the Church her power, the State her dignity.
Thus by the recklessness of one man things sacred and
profane, divine and human, right and wrong, were in
confusion and anarchy. For these great calamities one
remedy alone remained, the election of another king,
who should restrain the general license, and bear the
weight of the tottering world. The right of the Pope